1  Kings  2  -  Thursday,  August  27th,  2015 


-  Last  week  in  chapter  one  we  left  David  on  his  deathbed  having  to  deal  with  yet  another  one  of  his  sons  launching  a  rebellion. 

-  Thankfully,  David  did  deal  with  it  by  appointing  his  son  Solomon  as  heir  to  the  throne  knowing  that  he  will  not  live  much  longer. 

-  While  Adonijah  is  on  the  receiving  end  of  Solomon’s  mercy  in  not  having  him  put  to  death  for  his  rebellion,  he  tries  yet  again. 

1  Now  the  days  of  David  drew  near  that  he  should  die,  and  he  charged  Solomon  his  son,  saying:  2  “1  go  the  way  of  all  the  earth; 
be  strong,  therefore,  and  prove  yourself  a  man.  3  And  keep  the  charge  of  the  LORD  your  God:  to  walk  in  His  ways,  to  keep  His 
statutes,  His  commandments,  His  judgments,  and  His  testimonies,  as  it  is  written  in  the  Law  of  Moses,  that  you  may  prosper  in 
all  that  you  do  and  wherever  you  turn;  4  that  the  LORD  may  fulfill  His  word  which  He  spoke  concerning  me,  saying,  ‘If  your  sons 
take  heed  to  their  way,  to  walk  before  Me  in  truth  with  all  their  heart  and  with  all  their  soul,’  He  said,  ‘you  shall  not  lack  a  man  on 
the  throne  of  Israel.’ 

-  We  have  recorded  here  David’s  last  words  to  his  son  Solomon.  1  Chronicles  28-29  provide  much  more  of  a  detailed  account. 

-  This  because,  the  narratives  sort  of  parallel  each  other,  which  means  that  we  will  still  have  David  in  the  picture  after  his  death. 

-  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  rather  interesting  that  David’s  final  words  to  Solomon  are  basically  to  “man-up”  as  we  would  say  today. 

-  It’s  important  to  understand  that  Solomon  is  believed  to  be  only  sixteen  years  old  at  this  time,  which  explains  what  David  says. 

-  Not  only  is  David  telling  his  teenage  son  to  be  a  man,  he’s  also  telling  him  how  it  is  one  can  prove  that  they  are  indeed  a  man. 

-  Namely,  by  keeping  God’s  charge,  walking  in  God’s  ways,  keeping  His  statutes,  commandments,  judgments  and  testimonies. 

- 1  find  it  rather  interesting  that  the  gauge  by  which  to  measure  a  real  man  is  the  godly  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  Lord. 

-  In  other  words,  what  David  is  saying  is  that  a  real  man  is  a  godly  man,  and  he  knows  exactly  what  Solomon  will  need  to  do. 

-  Sadly,  Solomon  will  not  heed  this  godly  advice,  and  as  a  result,  he  will  have  to  learn  this  the  hard  way  at  the  end  of  his  own  life. 

Ecclesiastes  12:13-14  (NKJV)  —  13  Let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter:  Fear  God  and  keep  His  commandments, 
For  this  is  man’s  all.  14  For  God  will  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  Including  every  secret  thing,  Whether  good  or  evil. 

5  “Moreover  you  know  also  what  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah  did  to  me,  and  what  he  did  to  the  two  commanders  of  the  armies  of 

Israel,  to  Abner  the  son  of  Ner  and  Amasa  the  son  of  Jether,  whom  he  killed.  And  he  shed  the  blood  of  war  in  peacetime,  and  put 
the  blood  of  war  on  his  belt  that  was  around  his  waist,  and  on  his  sandals  that  were  on  his  feet.  6  Therefore  do  according  to  your 
wisdom,  and  do  not  let  his  gray  hair  go  down  to  the  grave  in  peace.  7  “But  show  kindness  to  the  sons  of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite, 
and  let  them  be  among  those  who  eat  at  your  table,  for  so  they  came  to  me  when  1  fled  from  Absalom  your  brother.  8  “And  see, 
you  have  with  you  Shimei  the  son  of  Gera,  a  Benjamite  from  Bahurim,  who  cursed  me  with  a  malicious  curse  in  the  day  when  1 
went  to  Mahanaim.  But  he  came  down  to  meet  me  at  the  Jordan,  and  1  swore  to  him  by  the  LORD,  saying,  ‘1  will  not  put  you  to 
death  with  the  sword.’  9  Now  therefore,  do  not  hold  him  guiltless,  for  you  are  a  wise  man  and  know  what  you  ought  to  do  to  him; 
but  bring  his  gray  hair  down  to  the  grave  with  blood.” 

-  Here  David  knows  that  he  must  settle  some  unfinished  business  concerning  both  Joab,  and  the  sons  of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite. 

-  Also,  David  is  cautioning  Solomon  concerning  Shimei,  whom  he  knows  could  cause  him  problems  and  should  never  be  trusted. 

-  First,  concerning  Joab,  David  needed  to  make  certain  that  he  would  not  die  of  old  age  because  of  his  cold-blooded  murders. 

-  Second,  concerning  Barzillai’s  sons,  David  needs  to  make  sure  that  Solomon  honors  his  word  because  of  Barzillai’s  kindness. 

-  To  me,  this  speaks  to  David’s  character  at  the  end  of  his  life,  such  that,  he  wants  to  equip  his  son  for  what  he  knows  lies  ahead. 

-  He  knows  who  Solomon’s  enemies  are  and  that  he  can’t  trust  them  and  he  knows  who  Solomon’s  allies  will  be  and  that  he  can. 

10  So  David  rested  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the  City  of  David.  1 1  The  period  that  David  reigned  over  Israel  was  forty 
years;  seven  years  he  reigned  in  Hebron,  and  in  Jerusalem  he  reigned  thirty-three  years. 

-  It’s  interesting  to  note  that  David’s  death  is  mentioned  in  just  two  or  three  verses  here.  One  would  think  more  would  be  written. 

-  After  all,  David  was  Israel’s  greatest  king.  David  was  a  man  after  God’s  own  heart.  David  was  the  sweet  psalmist  of  Israel. 

-  However,  David  was  merely  a  man,  and  was  never  one  to  exalt  himself  or  allow  others  to  put  him  on  a  pedestal,  as  it  were. 

Alan  Redpath  -  “He  was  a  shepherd,  a  soldier,  an  outlaw,  a  king,  a  fugitive,  a  sinner,  a  saint,  a  poet ...  His  experiences  were  the 
writing  of  God  on  his  life,  making  him  into  a  man  after  God’s  own  heart.” 

Adam  Clarke  -  “In  general  he  lived  well,  and  it  is  most  evident  that  he  died  well;  and  as  a  king,  a  general,  a  poet,  a  father,  and  a 
friend,  he  has  had  few  equals,  and  no  superior,  from  his  own  time  to  the  present  day.” 

12  Then  Solomon  sat  on  the  throne  of  his  father  David;  and  his  kingdom  was  firmly  established. 

-  So  Solomon  will  now  take  the  throne,  which  will  be  firmly  established  however,  his  reign  will  be  riddled  with  disobedient  idolatry. 

-  As  we  get  to  know  Solomon,  what  we’ll  soon  find  is  that  he  was  not  like  his  father  though  he  possessed  supernatural  wisdom. 

-  His  wealth  and  his  many  wives  will  end  up  taking  him  away  from  the  Lord  until  the  end  of  his  life,  when  he  realizes  it  was  vanity. 

G.  Campbell  Morgan  of  this  said,  “With  Solomon  began,  in  some  senses,  the  most  splendid  period  in  Israel’s  history.  The 
splendor,  however,  was  largely  mental  and  material.  The  spiritual  is  noticeably  absent.” 

1 3  Now  Adonijah  the  son  of  Haggith  came  to  Bathsheba  the  mother  of  Solomon.  So  she  said,  “Do  you  come  peaceably?”  And  he 
said,  “Peaceably.”  14  Moreover  he  said,  “I  have  something  to  say  to  you.”  And  she  said,  “Say  it.”  15  Then  he  said,  “You  know 
that  the  kingdom  was  mine,  and  all  Israel  had  set  their  expectations  on  me,  that  I  should  reign.  However,  the  kingdom  has  been 
turned  over,  and  has  become  my  brother’s;  for  it  was  his  from  the  LORD.  16  Now  I  ask  one  petition  of  you;  do  not  deny  me.”  And 
she  said  to  him,  “Say  it.”  17  Then  he  said,  “Please  speak  to  King  Solomon,  for  he  will  not  refuse  you,  that  he  may  give  me 
Abishag  the  Shunammite  as  wife.”  18  So  Bathsheba  said,  “Very  well,  I  will  speak  for  you  to  the  king.”  19  Bathsheba  therefore 
went  to  King  Solomon,  to  speak  to  him  for  Adonijah.  And  the  king  rose  up  to  meet  her  and  bowed  down  to  her,  and  sat  down  on 
his  throne  and  had  a  throne  set  for  the  king’s  mother;  so  she  sat  at  his  right  hand.  20  Then  she  said,  “I  desire  one  small  petition 
of  you;  do  not  refuse  me.”  And  the  king  said  to  her,  “Ask  it,  my  mother,  for  I  will  not  refuse  you.”  21  So  she  said,  “Let  Abishag  the 
Shunammite  be  given  to  Adonijah  your  brother  as  wife.”  22  And  King  Solomon  answered  and  said  to  his  mother,  “Now  why  do 
you  ask  Abishag  the  Shunammite  for  Adonijah?  Ask  for  him  the  kingdom  also— for  he  is  my  older  brother— for  him,  and  for 
Abiathar  the  priest,  and  for  Joab  the  son  of  Zeruiah.”  23  Then  King  Solomon  swore  by  the  LORD,  saying,  “May  God  do  so  to  me, 
and  more  also,  if  Adonijah  has  not  spoken  this  word  against  his  own  life!  24  Now  therefore,  as  the  LORD  lives,  who  has 
confirmed  me  and  set  me  on  the  throne  of  David  my  father,  and  who  has  established  a  house  for  me,  as  He  promised,  Adonijah 
shall  be  put  to  death  today!”  25  So  King  Solomon  sent  by  the  hand  of  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada;  and  he  struck  him  down,  and 
he  died. 

-  Here  we  see  Adonijah’s  second  attempt  at  taking  the  throne  from  Solomon,  even  after  his  life  was  spared  the  first  time  he  tried. 

-  This  begs  the  question  of  why?  Why  would  he  try  this  again  knowing  that  Solomon  was  clear  when  he  told  him  he’d  be  killed? 

- 1  would  suggest  Adonijah,  who  is  probably  a  bit  older  than  Solomon,  thought  he  could  actually  do  it  because  he  was  a  youth. 

1  Timothy  4:12  (NKJV)  — 12  Let  no  one  despise  your  youth,  but  be  an  example  to  the  believers  in  word,  in  conduct,  in  love,  in 
spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity. _ 

26  And  to  Abiathar  the  priest  the  king  said,  “Go  to  Anathoth,  to  your  own  fields,  for  you  are  deserving  of  death;  but  I  will  not  put 
you  to  death  at  this  time,  because  you  carried  the  ark  of  the  Lord  GOD  before  my  father  David,  and  because  you  were  afflicted 
every  time  my  father  was  afflicted.”  27  So  Solomon  removed  Abiathar  from  being  priest  to  the  LORD,  that  he  might  fulfill  the  word 
of  the  LORD  which  He  spoke  concerning  the  house  of  Eli  at  Shiloh.  28  Then  news  came  to  Joab,  for  Joab  had  defected  to 
Adonijah,  though  he  had  not  defected  to  Absalom.  So  Joab  fled  to  the  tabernacle  of  the  LORD,  and  took  hold  of  the  horns  of  the 
altar.  29  And  King  Solomon  was  told,  “Joab  has  fled  to  the  tabernacle  of  the  LORD;  there  he  is,  by  the  altar.”  Then  Solomon  sent 
Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  saying,  “Go,  strike  him  down.”  30  So  Benaiah  went  to  the  tabernacle  of  the  LORD,  and  said  to  him, 
“Thus  says  the  king,  ‘Come  out!’  ”  And  he  said,  “No,  but  I  will  die  here.”  And  Benaiah  brought  back  word  to  the  king,  saying, 

“Thus  said  Joab,  and  thus  he  answered  me.”  31  Then  the  king  said  to  him,  “Do  as  he  has  said,  and  strike  him  down  and  bury 
him,  that  you  may  take  away  from  me  and  from  the  house  of  my  father  the  innocent  blood  which  Joab  shed.  32  So  the  LORD  will 
return  his  blood  on  his  head,  because  he  struck  down  two  men  more  righteous  and  better  than  he,  and  killed  them  with  the 
sword— Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  the  commander  of  the  army  of  Israel,  and  Amasa  the  son  of  Jether,  the  commander  of  the  army  of 
Judah— though  my  father  David  did  not  know  it.  33  Their  blood  shall  therefore  return  upon  the  head  of  Joab  and  upon  the  head 
of  his  descendants  forever.  But  upon  David  and  his  descendants,  upon  his  house  and  his  throne,  there  shall  be  peace  forever 
from  the  LORD.”  34  So  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  went  up  and  struck  and  killed  him;  and  he  was  buried  in  his  own  house  in 
the  wilderness.  35  The  king  put  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada  in  his  place  over  the  army,  and  the  king  put  Zadok  the  priest  in  the 
place  of  Abiathar.  36  Then  the  king  sent  and  called  for  Shimei,  and  said  to  him,  “Build  yourself  a  house  in  Jerusalem  and  dwell 
there,  and  do  not  go  out  from  there  anywhere.  37  For  it  shall  be,  on  the  day  you  go  out  and  cross  the  Brook  Kidron,  know  for 
certain  you  shall  surely  die;  your  blood  shall  be  on  your  own  head.”  38  And  Shimei  said  to  the  king,  “The  saying  is  good.  As  my 
lord  the  king  has  said,  so  your  servant  will  do.”  So  Shimei  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  many  days.  39  Now  it  happened  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  that  two  slaves  of  Shimei  ran  away  to  Achish  the  son  of  Maachah,  king  of  Gath.  And  they  told  Shimei,  saying,  “Look,  your 
slaves  are  in  Gath!”  40  So  Shimei  arose,  saddled  his  donkey,  and  went  to  Achish  at  Gath  to  seek  his  slaves.  And  Shimei  went 
and  brought  his  slaves  from  Gath.  41  And  Solomon  was  told  that  Shimei  had  gone  from  Jerusalem  to  Gath  and  had  come  back. 
42  Then  the  king  sent  and  called  for  Shimei,  and  said  to  him,  “Did  I  not  make  you  swear  by  the  LORD,  and  warn  you,  saying, 
‘Know  for  certain  that  on  the  day  you  go  out  and  travel  anywhere,  you  shall  surely  die’?  And  you  said  to  me,  The  word  I  have 
heard  is  good.’  43  Why  then  have  you  not  kept  the  oath  of  the  LORD  and  the  commandment  that  I  gave  you?”  44  The  king  said 
moreover  to  Shimei,  “You  know,  as  your  heart  acknowledges,  all  the  wickedness  that  you  did  to  my  father  David;  therefore  the 
LORD  will  return  your  wickedness  on  your  own  head.  45  But  King  Solomon  shall  be  blessed,  and  the  throne  of  David  shall  be 
established  before  the  LORD  forever.”  46  So  the  king  commanded  Benaiah  the  son  of  Jehoiada;  and  he  went  out  and  struck  him 
down,  and  he  died.  Thus  the  kingdom  was  established  in  the  hand  of  Solomon. 

-  The  common  denominator  with  all  Solomon  did  here  was  grace  in  the  sense  that  he  erred  on  the  side  of  grace  in  his  dealings. 

-  Perhaps  this  is  the  take  away,  such  that,  in  our  dealings  with  people.  You  can  never  go  wrong  by  erring  on  the  side  of  grace. 


